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Castle Theatre Company 

Chairman’s Chat  The Foundation’s Build 
Me Up Buttercup and Billy Joel’s Uptown Girl were 
numbers belted out on a Saturday night in July at 
Shakespeare in the Park. What I hear you say, has 
that got to do with Shakespeare on a summer’s 
evening at Park Farm?  Everything, it set the scene 
for The Comedy of Errors playing out before us in 
Benidorm - yes that’s right Benidorm, why set it in 
Ephesus when you can set it in 1970s Benidorm.  

We were thrilled 
once again to 
welcome Durham 
University’s Castle 
Theatre Company, 
this time to perform 
The Comedy of 
Errors, one of 
Shakespeare’s most complicated comedies. It 
features two sets of identical twins with multiple 
identity confusions, but it was very well explained 
in the production, lots of laughter, suspense, who 
was who, would it end happily, of course it did. 

All’s Well that 
Ends Well 
you may say, 
only that was 
last year’s 
play!  

What would dear William 
have thought of it? Who’s 
to say that if he were still 
alive he wouldn’t have 
updated it to take place in 
Benidorm and introduced 
pop songs into it instead of 
Elizabethan madrigals?  

Thank you to everyone who came and joined in the 
fun, although we really would like to have 
welcomed more members and friends. The Events 
Team are desperately trying to put fun things on 
for your entertainment but we can only do it with 
your support. Excellent performers like this will only 
come if we can give them an audience to perform 
to, so please next time give it a go.  

We have more events in the pipeline including a 
coach trip to Hyde Hall on Monday 5 September. 
On Monday 19 September at Lavenham we have a 
delicious two course lunch and talk by Dr 
Jonathan Foyle (Channel 5’s Secrets of the Royal 
Palaces) on The Marriage Bed of Henry VII and 
Elizabeth of York. You can more details on all our 
events on page 4-5 of this issue. 

If these are not perhaps ‘your bag’, please tell us  
what you’d like us to put on by sending your 
suggestions to office.swfwi@gmail.com 

Julie Higgins, Federation Chairman 
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A classic with a very modern twist 

Actors in action 
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We have exciting news! For 
those of you who have been 
asking if we can take card 
payments over the phone, we 
now have a card machine which can do just that! 
So now when you book events, you can pay for 
them in person, by post, via Eventbrite or over the 
phone. Call 01284 336645 (our opening times are 
on The Hive front page) to pay for your tickets. 

We also have sad news, Barnham WI has 
closed. We’re very sorry to lose them, but 

wanted to remind their members it doesn’t have to 
be goodbye. You can still keep in touch by staying 
subscribed to The Hive and don’t forget some of 
our events are also open to non members, so don’t 
be a stranger! We’re also here to point you in the 
direction of your next closest WI, just email 
office.swfwi@gmail.com for more information. 

We will be closed for our summer break 
from Monday 8 August until Rachel S 
(Finance) reopens the office on Tuesday 

16 August, and Rachel H (Secretary) will be back 
at her desk Tuesday 23 August.  
The deadline for the next issue of The Hive is 
Wednesday 17 August.  

  Rachel Hows and Rachel Sparks, Office Team  

Hello from the WI Office   
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2023 WI Diaries 

Time is running out to order your 2023 WI Diary. Only available 
whilst stocks last! 
Next year’s WI Diary is red and environmentally friendly as it is 
completely recyclable with the exception of the ribbon!  

Diaries are £7.50 each (+£1.25 postage). Collection from the WI Office is also 
available. Order via the WI Office or your WI Secretary by 31 August. We 
anticipate delivery will be by the end of October. 

On a beautiful sunny day in  
July, twelve WI members challenged themselves 
to the now popular activity of paddleboarding.  

Taking advice from our instructor Richard, from 
The Paddle Company, everyone got on very well 
kneeling and several 
of us got to standing 
position.  It looks 
very relaxing when 
you see people 
floating along the 
river serenely but 
standing takes a lot of 
concentration until 
you've had some 
practice. However 
everyone who took park 
had a sense of 
achievement and for 
some it was a tick off 
their bucket list.  We'll be 
looking at doing it again 
next year and maybe 
some canoeing. Watch this space! 

Sue Archer, Sports & Leisure 

Irene Gough, Moreton Hall 

Gill Rogers, Risby WI 

mailto:office.swfwi@gmail.com
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2022/23 Resolutions  
There’s no rest for the resolutions, as a new 
resolution process starts now! 

Have you got an issue that you would like to put 
forward for consideration?  Your WI Secretary has 
received guidance notes and an application form 
in her NFWI mailing and our Resolution Adviser, 
Brenda Dyer, is on hand to help. Don’t hesitate to 
contact her at brenda.dyer1@btinternet.com if you 
have an idea that you want to develop. 

The closing date for resolutions to be submitted to 
NFWI is 9 September 2022. 
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Margaret Hitchcock Cup 2022  
Our Great Big Green WI   

Your WI’s challenge is to find a fun and interesting 
way to get involved with nature or sustainable eco 
projects to protect the environment. It could 
involve working with your local community or in 
partnership with other organisations. 

The aim is to create a poster of your WI’s 
involvement with climate change.  

Why not get started with the Great Big Green 
Week (24th Sept - 2 Oct) and link your WI’s 
activities to your competition entry. 

For a detailed copy of the competition outline and 
entry form email office.swfwi@gmail.com by Friday 
30 September 2022 and your WI could be 
crowned the 2022 Margaret Hitchcock Cup 
winners.  

Good luck 

CLIMATE CHANGE  
IS HAPPENING NOW 

On Tuesday 19th July 2022 the UK 
recorded its highest ever temperature as 
40.3C (104F). 

The impact of extreme weather events 
caused by climate change is literally 
hitting home. This is not like the summer of 1976, 
every part of our planet is now affected and the 
natural world is in crisis. 

The WI has a proud history of taking action to 
protect the environment. In June 2019 the 
Government committed to reaching net-zero 
carbon emissions by 2050 in order to keep the 
global surface temperature increase below 1.5C. 
WI members should now be actively reducing 
their carbon footprint and, as a WI group, raising 
awareness of how to adapt to living with climate 
change and lead sustainable lives.  

This September you and your WI can share your 
passion for our planet and make changes by 
being part of the Great Big Green Week. 

Last year, our Suffolk West Climate Ambassadors 
suggested you could have a Green Walk around 
your local area or run a Green Cafe/Coffee 
morning. If you didn’t try it previously why not go 
for it this year? Or for other suggestions of how to 
get involved visit The Green A-Z of Ideas here.  

It might also inspire your WI’s entry for our 2022 
Margaret Hitchcock Cup Competition…. 

mailto:brenda.dyer1@btinternet.com
mailto:office.swfwi@gmail.com
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A ladies only lunch for homemade soups, a 
selection of breads, pates, cheese, fresh fruit 
and a natter over a cup of tea or coffee. 
Friday 5 August | 12.30-2PM 
Tomato & Red Pepper or Celery & Stilton. 

Friday 2 September | 12.30-2PM 
Ham & Lentil or Spiced Parsnip. 
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WI Members £7 | Non members £7.50 

Book via Eventbrite, your WI Secretary or the WI Office by phone, email or our booking form. 

Buy tickets online for all our events via 

Eventbrite is an online ticketing website. Please 
be aware they do charge a booking fee. 

To use Eventbrite for member only events click 
the link listed with the event.  

For events open to everyone book here 

You can also still book tickets with your WI 
Secretary, the WI Office or using the booking 

form on the back of The Hive.  

Saturday 10 September 
Angel Hill | BSE | 6.30PM 
£20 | Register here 

Pop on your PJs and 
bunny ears to support St 

Nicholas Hospice.  
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RHS Hyde Hall  
Monday 5 September  
WI Members £35 | Non Member £38 
RHS Members +1 guest £25 each 

RHS Hyde Hall is in the heart of the Essex 
countryside. Its attractions include a visitors 
centre and shop, restaurants and of course the 
beautiful gardens.  
Coach pick up points include:  
Bury St Edmunds 8.30AM 
Sudbury 9AM 
Approx. arrival at Hyde Hall 11AM 
Enjoy a day out exploring its iconic dry garden, as 
well as herbaceous borders and rose gardens.  
Depart for Suffolk approx. 4.30PM. 
RHS Members receive a discounted ticket price 
and are entitled to bring along one guest also at 
the discounted price. Remember to tell us if you 
are a RHS member! 

The Sports Committee are taking part in this 
years’ Girls Night Out in aid of St Nicholas 
Hospice. If you’d like to walk the six mile route 
with them then register via the official website 
here and then contact Sue Archer 
wongy21plus@hotmail.com or 07876 827905.  
You don’t have to wear pyjamas, just comfy 
clothing. Bunny ears are provided.  
Meet on the Angel Hill from 6.30PM for fun 
warm ups. Walk starts 8PM. 

Thursford 
Christmas Spectacular 

Don’t forget if you’ve taken advantage of our 
payment plan then your balance is due by 8 

September.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/swfwi-31345695607
mailto:office.swfwi@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/swfwi-31345695607
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/swfwi-31345695607
https://www.girlsnightoutwalk.co.uk/
https://www.girlsnightoutwalk.co.uk/
mailto:wongy21plus@hotmail.com
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Lavenham Lunch  
with Dr Jonathan Foyle 
Monday 19 September | Doors 10.30AM  
Lavenham Village Hall | £25 Per Person 

Dr Jonathan Foyle is a 
former Curator at 
Hampton Court and 
currently presents 
Channel 5's Secrets of the 
Royal Palaces. He is also 
a lecturer and researcher. 

He is author of seven books on cathedrals, great 
churches and castles, and has spent a decade 
researching medieval furniture, a journey of 
discovery sparked by the subject of his talk. 

In 2010 an antique bed appeared on an auction 
listing. Its ancient timber and arcane language led 
to a decade of research to uncover its identity. 
Those trials, tribulations and triumphs led their 
way to a Queen called Elizabeth. The bed, rich in 
medieval royal imagery, was made for Elizabeth of 
York and Henry VII in time for their marriage in 
January 1486. But what was uncovered to make 
the case? Jonathan will reveal all in his talk 
Elizabeth, Queen of England: the Marriage Bed of 
Henry VII and Elizabeth of York.  

Doors open at 10.30am for tea/coffee, followed 
by Jonathan’s talk at 11.30am and book signing.  
Lunch (approx. 1pm) includes a glass of wine, 
tea/coffee and two courses: 
• Chicken Chasseur and seasonal vegetables 

OR Mushroom and Chestnut Wellington 
• Sticky toffee pudding OR individual pavlova  
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Tickets on sale ONLY until 23 August! 

Quirky Bird Style Painting 
Monday 17 October | 10AM - 12.30PM 
Park Farm | WI Members £12 
Don’t think you can paint? 
Then set yourself the 
challenge of learning how to 
using the simple style inspired 
by Quirky Bird Watercolours.  

The workshop will use 
templates and freehand 
drawings for your designs to 
create a coaster and a magnet (all materials are 
included). Using a step by step guide, you’ll 
create something to be proud of! 

Book via here  

Christmas Wall Hanging 
Monday 21 November | 10AM - 3PM 
Sturmer Village Hall | WI Members £20 
Hand sew an A5 wall hanging with a Christmas 
theme using a combination of applique and 
embroidery on cotton fabric lined with calico.  

There are two designs to 
choose from, both can be 
easily adapted for any level of 
expertise. Please state your 
choice of design (robin or 
Father Christmas) when 
booking. All materials will be 
provided, just bring along 
your lunch & Christmas 
cheer! 

Any questions contact 
Janet Brown 
07813794490 / janet.brown555@btinternet.com  

Book via here  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/swfwi-31345695607
mailto:office.swfwi@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/quirky-bird-style-painting-tickets-391134201927
mailto:janet.brown555@btinternet.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/christmas-wall-hanging-tickets-391142456617
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/swfwi-31345695607
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/swfwi-31345695607
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Great Ashfield & Badwell Ash WI  Our July 
meeting was a private visit to Holm House 
Gardens in Drinkstone.  A big thank you to Phil & 
Rebecca Shelley for allowing us the opportunity to 
wander around their amazing ten acre garden. It 
was beautifully divided up into a woodland walk, a 
formal garden, a cutting garden, a huge kitchen 
garden and finally a 
wildflower meadow with a 
lake. Various birds were 
taking the opportunity to 
swoop over the lake for a 
drink and there were lots 
of different species of 
dragonfly.  The visit was 
rounded off perfectly with 
delicious refreshments. 

Kate Sadler, WI Secretary  
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Stanton WI  On a beautiful July afternoon, our WI 
committee treated members to an afternoon tea for 
our monthly meeting. Tables were set up in various 
shady parts of Steph Papworth's lovely, large 
garden and after the usual meeting notices our 
President invited members to partake in a buffet of 
salads, cheese, pate, fruit and accompanying 
relishes, not forgetting refreshing cold drinks and 
cups of tea. The highlight of the afternoon was 
Shirley Casey's exotic-flavoured, home-made ice 
creams. We tried mango and passionfruit, lemon, 
peach, gooseberry, and honey with ginger. All 
were thoroughly enjoyed and everyone debated 
which flavour was their favourite, a real treat. 

Also in July we saw the welcome return of Stanton 
Village Show. It was wonderful to see all the 
competition entries and the enthusiasm with which 
many of our members submitted items. This was 
rewarded by prizes in the cookery, marmalade, 
cake making, craftwork, crochet, quilting and 
flower arranging categories. Our WI also show 
cased their talents in the "Village Organisation 
Display" and were awarded FIRST PRIZE. Well 
done everyone! 

Rosemarie Croft, WI Member 

Holm House lake view 

Barton Mills WI  For this year’s mobile meeting 
we visited Burwell Museum in Cambridgeshire 
which opened in 1992.  The museum reflects life 
through the centuries on the edge of the 
Cambridgeshire Fens. We were warmly greeted by 
two volunteers and enjoyed delicious home made 
biscuits before we were left to roam the museum. 

Stevens’ Mill stands at the entrance and several of 
our ladies took the tour of its four floors. There is a 
wide variety of things to see including a 
reconstruction of a Roman potter’s workshop, 
agricultural machinery showing how farmers went 
about their daily life, a school room, a shop, a 
telephone exchange, as well as household items 
that many of us remembered from childhood. A 
little museum with a great deal to see! We 
thoroughly enjoyed it and would recommend a 
visit. 

Marilyn Badger, WI President 
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Woolpit WI  Our numbers were down for our July 
meeting due to Covid and the heatwave but a 
good time was enjoyed by all who attended. The 
business was chaired by our new president 
Helena Smith despite having been in hospital for 
emergency surgery the previous week. She 
proudly announced that our WI cake stall at 
Woolpit’s Open Gardens had raised £203 and 
thanked members for their hard work and support. 
Our recent outing to Snape and Aldeburgh had 
also been very successful and we are looking 
forward to our group meeting at Drinkstone later 
this month. We’ve also set up a new singing group 
with taster sessions led by ex singing teacher and 
one of our eight new members, Gloria.  

Our speaker for the evening was John Saunders 
with his talk "Time Goes By" about old clocks and 
time pieces in Bury St Edmunds, some of which 
we had noticed and some we will now look out for. 
Did you know that there was a tax put on clocks 
and pocket watches in 1797 and that a very early 
water clock was in the Abbey in the 11th century? 
Or, that a collection of clocks once kept in the old 
clock museum on the Angel Hill had a value of 
£10 million! An informative interesting talk. 

Elizabeth Hitchcock, WI Member 

Wickhambrook WI  After a three year hiatus, we 
were finally able to host our twelfth Literary Lunch. 
Our guest speaker was Juliet Blaxland who has 
written about life on the edge of a cliff in Suffolk. 

After a savoury 
buffet followed by 
delicious desserts 
provided by 
members of our 
two reading 
groups, Juliet began her talk about her house in 
Eastern Bavents that she lost to the sea. The book 
sprang out of a quote Juliet had sent to a local 
radio programme, “Today they demolished the 
house at the edge of the cliff. We are now the 
house at the edge of the cliff.” The quote was full 
of foreboding of what was to come. In her book 
“The Easternmost House” she describes a year in 
the life of the house with month by month changes 
to the house and garden 
alongside what was 
happening in the wider 
farming community. 
Ultimately in 2019 the 
house disappeared into 
the sea and Juliet 
describes standing on 
the beach looking up at 
the sky where the house 
used to be. Her follow up book “The Easternmost 
Sky” explores adapting to change in the 21st 
century and was The Times Nature Book of the 
Year.  

The afternoon came to a close with a Q&A and 
everyone agreed it had been a thought provoking 
event. We look forward to holding another lunch 
next year. 

Wendy Mansfield, WI Secretary 

Author Juliet Blaxland 

Members enjoying the buffet 

Bury WI  Elizabeth Larcombe is not 
only Bury WI’s Secretary, but she is 
also a Trustee of BSE Women’s Aid 
Centre (the Refuge), along with 
fellow Moreton Hall WI member Tina Dye. Their 
Patron is also Walsham Le Willows WI member, 
Jeannie Bloomfield. 

This September their Principal Operations 
Manager is doing a wing walk to raise funds for 
the Refuge. Any donation will make an impact, if 
you’d like to help visit: gofund.me/e626dd44 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/wing-walk-for-womens-aid?utm_campaign=p_cf+share-flow-1&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=customer
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Our golden ticket winner for July is 
Sally Ann Hurrell (Glemsford WI) 

Moreton Hall WI  June was a busy month for 
Moreton Hall WI as we managed to fit in two 
outings.  We visited the Yum Yum Tree Fudge 
Factory in Woolpit to see how the fudge is made.  
We were shown round by the owner Adrian before 
enjoying a delicious tasting session. We left laden 
with sweet treats after a super morning. 

Later in the month we were blessed with beautiful 
weather for an afternoon spent at Wyken Vineyard 
garden, which was in full bloom – a riot of colour 
and shady nooks.  It was a perfect place to have a 
gentle stroll before enjoying a delicious cream tea 
and a chat.   

The speakers at our July meeting were David and 
Jane Corby, who gave a most informative 
presentation about their experiences as 
competitive ballroom dancers.  The couple work at 
the Royal Hospital School but spend every spare 
moment dancing. Their talk was illustrated by 
dozens of super slides and Jane brought several 
of her dresses along for us to admire. It was 
fascinating to hear how the ballroom circuit works 
away from ‘Strictly’ and to learn what the judges 
look for in the different categories.   

Instead of our August meeting we will be visiting 
the Hilly Ridge Alpacas in Wattisham.  We will be 
back at the Moreton Hall Community Centre in 
September when our speaker will be Graham 
Dossett with his ‘Tales of a Holiday Tour Guide’.    

We are a friendly group and prospective members 
are always welcome. Contact Alison on 01284 
701433 or Annette on 01284 769407 to pop along. 

Alison Shawcross, WI President  
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Risby WI  Thank you to committee member June 
Bryant for organising a most wonderful boat trip 
with the River Stour Trust along the Stour to the 
Henny Swan. It was a most splendid day with blue 
skies and puffy white clouds greeting us as we 
arrived at The Granary, Sudbury.  

Depending on one’s 
preference we boarded 
two electric flat bottomed 
boats; The Edwardian 
Lady which seated twelve 
with a protective covered 
roof and sides and John 
Constable a twelve seated 
open top boat. Once 
seated we glided off for a 
tranquil informative trip. Each boat was helmed by 
a skipper and his mate, sailing us along the river 
and through the Millennium built lock. 

We spotted 
moorhens, 
damselflies, 
dragonflies, swans 
with signets and 
small fish swimming 
in the lovely clear 
waters and kept our 

eyes peeled for terrapins and kingfishers, 
unfortunately none seen but several pillbox’s were 
visible around every 300 yards or so on the bank. 

We then disembarked for a few hours at the Henny 
Swan for a VERY tasty lunch, before concluding 
with a quieter but charming graceful return on the 
river to our starting point. A big thank you again to 
June and all our WI member chauffeurs who 
admirably supplied transport.  

Pat Morley, WI Member 

Members all aboard! 

The scenic River Stour 
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Cockfield WI members enjoyed their June 
meeting in Barbara Ruffell’s lovely garden on a 
warm and sunny evening.  Our new President, 
Michelle Callinan, completed the business swiftly 
so we could all enjoy catching up with each other 
and dividing into small groups to play the ‘tree’ 
game.  Before the meeting numbered tags had 
been tied onto some of the amazing trees and 
members had to name them – the most obscure 
was the Handkerchief tree! It was a lovely 
evening for a stroll in Barbara’s amazing garden 
and everyone enjoyed themselves.   

In addition, there were 
quizzes to complete 
while we all enjoyed 
the delicious fruit 
scones with jam and 
clotted cream or 
cheese scones with 
our tea and coffee.  We also invited several past 
members who have now decided to re-join.   

Suzanne Veal, WI Secretary 
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A note from Jill Gooch… I’ve been feeling a bit 
lonely over the last few months but I have made 
some wonderful furry friends so I thought I would 
tell you a bit about them.  As most of you know I’m 
a great animal lover but now I can’t walk too far my 
thoughts of a dog are out of the question.  Over the 
years I’ve always had dogs, cats and horses and 
even when we lived in Cyprus I took my dog with 
me.   

A man in our village of Icklingham has his chickens 
here and although they are all in hutches there is 
one chicken that has managed to get out and 
befriended me.  Several times in the day she will 
appear at my back door and keeps pecking on the 
glass when she sees me  I open the door and she 
pops inside clucking for some corn.  She jumps 
around so excited. If I’m working in the kitchen she 
will just sit on the step and watch and even go to 
sleep for some hours.   Oh to be loved by a 
chicken!  I have named her Missy! 

Then there are the squirrels and one in particular 
has decided that if a chicken can go inside so can 
he.  He taps on the door too and pops just inside.  
His name is Sammy!! 

Phillip Pheasant is very brave too and pops inside 
and struts down the hallway.  Ratty and her baby 
like a bit of corn and peanuts as well but I mustn’t 
leave the door open when she is about! Then the 
other day when I opened the door first thing in the 
morning what did I find but a Peahen.   

There are some new occupants at Homefields now 
too, a mother and father rabbit and a tiny little baby 
bunny. 

Well I realise this is much too a long story but my 
animals keep me going. 

Jill Gooch, Risby WI  

Quiz Time 

Sturmer WI  On a balmy July evening we held a 
meeting in our President Irene Pattison’s garden. 
It was a much needed chance to chat and put 
forward some ideas for next year’s events. We 
enjoyed a supper of ham sandwiches and 
cupcakes with plenty of tea and coffee.  

Members also took part in 
the competition, a living 
necklace, showing off their 
creativity with flowers and 
foliage woven into 
necklaces. Ginny Edwards 
stole the show with her entry made from small 
seasonal vegetables. 

Denise Freeman, WI Member 
 

Winner Ginny! 
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Sturmer WI  On a pleasant June evening the 
ladies of Sturmer WI met at Ashdon Museum and 
were warmly welcomed by curator Glenn Miller.  

What a delightful experience this trip was. The 
micro museum snuggled in the Essex village of 
Ashdon held many wonderful displays of rural and 
domestic artifacts mainly from the Victorian and 
Edwardian eras. The amazing fact is that most of 
the collections came from Ashdon and the 
surrounding area and can be traced back to the 
families who dwelt there. It was fascinating to walk 
through the various rooms, packed from floor to 
ceiling with treasures, and see how people used 
to live. Many occupations have developed over 
the years and others, like farming have become 
streamlined and bear little resemblance to their 
origin. After spending time chatting and 
reminiscing in the museum we went into the tea 
room where we were served with pots of tea, in 
china cups and saucers, and the most delicious 
cake. A most fitting end to a lovely visit. 

Denise Freeman, WI Assistant Secretary 
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Obituary: Audrey Drake | Barton Mills 
It is with great sadness we announce that Audrey 
Drake has passed away.  Audrey was 93 years 
old and had been a WI member for many years. 
Sadly, due to Covid and poor health, she could 
not drive which meant we had not seen her lately. 

She moved to Red Lodge as a child and lived 
there all her life. At the end of the war she joined 
the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force and served for 
five years in Singapore and the Far East. 

Audrey loved entertaining our WI group and took 
great delight in performing as Tina Turner and a 
Spice Girl. She will be missed.  

Marilyn Badger, WI President  

Bury St Edmunds Afternoon WI The sun was 
shining, the chairs and tables were out, the 
bunting was up, the grass had been cut, the 
garden had been weeded, the Bucks Fizz was 
made (the committee had to taste it to check it 
was ok, of course) and the food was prepped. We 
were ready for our 19 members and five guests to 
arrive at my house for our Jubilee Tea Party. 

They came at 2.30pm wearing their homemade 
crowns which were going to be judged by Graham 
Higgins. After a lot of chatter, drinking and 
nibbles, the sandwiches and cakes were put out 
and a welcome cup of tea was served.  

Ruby my dog was very well behaved and 
managed to find every crumb that the ladies and 
gentlemen dropped (yes we 
had 3 wise men). The Crown 
competition was judged and the 
worthy winner was Margaret 
Mulholland who looked 
amazing.  

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves and it couldn’t have 
been better. Sally our President 
thanked our guests and 
members for coming and Pam 
Hart thanked the committee for 
organizing the event. 

Gill Norman, WI Secretary 

Crowning Glory! 

A party fit for the Bury St Eds Afternoon Queens 



Honington & Sapiston WI  Our July 
speaker was fashion designer and artist, 
Amanda Sutherland, who gave a lively and 
interesting talk on her creative journey. She 
once made costumes for TV and film before 
moving to Suffolk and becoming a freelance 
milliner and bridal designer.  

Amanda has a 
brilliant eye for 
materials which 
can be reused 
and repurposed, 
showing us 
beautiful 
brooches, 
pendants and 
fascinators made 
from drinks cans 
and even knickers! She judged our 
competition, to make a bookmark, and the 
joint winners were Christine Congdon, Tricia 
Fojut and Harriet van der Lande.  

Our delegate, Joanne Hoyle, reported on the 
2022 NFWI Annual meeting and this year’s 
resolution, which was passed at the meeting 
and will now become the newest WI 
campaign, calling for more funding and 
research into autism and ADHD in women 
and girls. Joanne relayed how guest 
speakers told of their own struggles with late 
or missed diagnoses and the struggles they 
faced at school, the impact on their families 
and their own mental health. To support the 
campaign members are encouraged to 
contact their MP and to raise awareness 
locally and through discussions with friends 
and family.  

Anon 
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Amanda and her designs 

Dear WI Friends 
Walsham Open Gardens Weekend 40th anniversary  

28th & 29th August 2022  

May I recommend a visit to Walsham le Willows Opens 
Gardens over the Bank Holiday, either on Sunday the 
28th or Monday the 29th August.  We are open from 
11am to 5.30pm on both days.  The cost is £8 per 
person (group discounts available) and that covers 
entrance for both days. Children under 16 are free. 

The Walsham Gardens is a long established event 
which supports a number of village organisations.  This 
year is our 40th anniversary and we want to make the 
event a very very special occasion by inviting as many 
people as we can to join in the fun. 

In addition to 40 open gardens, with a minibus to help 
you round if you are beginning to feel weary, there will 
be a flower festival and art exhibition in the Church and 
also a Village Market with many interesting stalls and 
exhibitions.  Homemade refreshments at very 
reasonable prices will be available as well as 
barbecue food. Walsham le Willows WI have been a 
key part of the event over the years and they will be 
rolling up their collective sleeves again this year, 
so call in and you might well meet some familiar faces.   

We like to think that the Walsham Weekend has a 
lovely atmosphere helped by the brass bands playing, 
the bells ringing, the Morris Dancers dancing and the 
streets and gardens full of folk having a jolly time! 

I do hope to see you over the weekend and of course I 
would be happy to answer any queries. 

Yours sincerely 

John Stebbing (Secretary WLW Open Gardens Trust)  
01359 25901 / www.walshamopengardens.org   

http://www.walshamopengardens.org
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Name: WI:  Email:  

Tel:   Address: Tickets are emailed. Include an address if you would like them posted. 

ORDER FORM 

PAYMENT: Please include a reference (i.e. name of event/item) with payment 

Total: £ By: 

EVENT/ITEM PRICE NO.  NAME / EMAIL / MOBILE IMPORTANT INFO 
Soup & Natter 
Friday 5 August 
12.30-2PM | Park Farm 

Members £7 
Non Member 

£7.50 

  Dietary requirements: 

Soup & Natter  
Friday 2 September 
12.30-2PM | Park Farm 

Members £7 
Non Member 

£7.50 

  Dietary requirements: 

RHS Hyde Hall  
Monday 5 September 
Essex 

WI Members £35 
Non Member £38 

RHS Members £25 

  Coach pick up point:  
 Bury   
 Sudbury 

Lavenham Lunch 
Monday 19 September 
Lavenham Village Hall  
Doors 10.30AM  
DR Jonathan Foyle 11.30AM 

Members £25   Menu choice: 
 Chicken Chasseur 
 Vegetarian Option 
AND 
 Sticky Toffee 
 Pavlova 
Dietary Requirements: 
 

Quirky Bird Style Painting 
Monday 17 October 
10AM-12.30PM | Park Farm 

Members £12 
 

   

Christmas Wall Hanging 
Monday 21 November 
10AM-3PM | Sturmer VH 

Members £20   Design choice: 
 Robin  
 Father Christmas 

2023 WI Diary £7.50 + £1.25 P&P    Post       
 Collect 

SWFWI Mug £7 + £3.20 P&P    Post       
 Collect 

Refunds (-£2 admin fee) are only issued if your ticket can be resold. Please contact the WI Office 

 BACS (See front of Hive for bank details)  Cheque (SWFWI) 

 Secure online payment link (contact the WI Office )  
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